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The AARP Foundation, The Brookdale Foundation Group, Casey Family Programs,
Child Welfare League of America, Children's Defense Fund, and Generations United
have partnered to produce fact sheets for grandparents and other relatives raising children
that include state-specific data, programs, and public policies. This and other state fact
sheets can be viewed and printed from the website at www.grandfactsheets.org. Fact
sheets are updated annually. Updates can be sent directly from the website via email.
Please write “State Fact Sheets” on your e-mail subject line.

In New Jersey...

e There are 127,263 children living in grandparent-headed households (6.1% of all
children in the state). There are another 44,132 children living in households headed by
other relatives (2.1 % of all children in the state). Of the children living in households
headed by grandparents or other relatives in New Jersey, 63,514 are living there
without either parent present.

e 58,789 grandparents report they are responsible for their grandchildren living with them
[4,832 in Newark and 2,996 in Jersey City]: 38% of these grandparents are Aftrican
American; 20% are Hispanic/Latino; 4% are Asian; and 34% are White. 27% of these
grandparents live in households without the children’s parents present. 64% are under the
age of 60; 16% live in poverty.

e Additional national and state data on grandparents raising children is available
on AARP’s website at www.aarp.org/grandparents/

Programs That Can Help

Burlington County Community Action Program Head Start

Contact: Sue Dietz, Disability Services Coordinator
Phone: 609-261-2323

Email: sue_headstart@yahoo.com

Service area: Burlington County

Services offered:
e Information and referral
e Monthly support group meetings from September through June



Caregiver Connections

Sponsoring Organization: Family Connections of the Essex County Division on Aging

Contact: Miriam Taunean

Phone: 973-518-4072

Email: MTaunecan@familyconnectionsnj.org
Service area: Essex County

Services offered:

e Free in-home counseling for grandparents and other adult relatives over the age of 60 who are raising
children in their home

GRACIA - Grandparent Resources and Caregiver Initiative Alliance

Contact: Daphne Joslin, Institute for Creative Aging, Wm Patterson University —
Phone: 973-720-2604

Email: joslind@wpunj.edu

Service area: Passaic County

Services offered:

e One-on-one assistance to grandparents and other kinship caregivers
Information and referral

Health assessments and health education family events

Stress management

Support groups

Services available in English and Spanish

Grandma K.A.R.E.S.

Contact: Louise Eagle

Phone: 973-327-4114

Email: grandmakares@optonline.net or grandmacagle@msn.com.
Service area: South Orange

Services offered:

e Support group on third Friday of the month at South Orange Library
® Representation in state and national advocacy groups

e (Case management

Grandparents as Parents (GAP) Program

Contact: Daphne Joslin, Institute for Creative Aging, Wm Patterson University
Phone: 973-720-2604

Email: joslind@wpunj.edu

Contact: Mary Osinski

Phone: 973-720-3690

Email: okinskim@wpunj.edu

Service area: Passaic County
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Grandparents as Parents (GAP) Program — cont.

Services offered:

e Network of professionals, grandparents, agency representatives and elected officials

e Works to identify needs of non-parental adults raising children, identify public policy issues,
recommend legislative changes

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Program

Sponsoring Organization: Rutgers Cooperative Extension

Contact: Marilou Rochford, Family and Community Health Sciences
Phone: 609-465-5115x 0

Email: rochford@njaes.rutgers.edu

Service area: Cape May County

Services offered:

e Quarterly group meetings for grandparents and grandchildren
e Quarterly newsletter

e Fact sheets on grandparents raising grandchildren

New Jersey Adoption Resource Clearing House (NJ ARCH)

Contact: Dana W. Fried, Assistant Director, Children’s Aid and Family Services, Inc.
Phone: 1-877-4ARCHNIJ or 877-427-2465

Email: dwfried@njarch.org

Web: www.njarch.org

Service area: Statewide

Services offered:

e Information and referral

e Warm line with trained workers to provide information about support groups, counseling and
adoption-related events and training seminars

e Extensive lending library including children’s books, parenting resources and information for
professionals

New Jersey Kinship Legal Guardianship Resource Clearing House (KinKonnect)

Contact: Dana W. Fried, Assistant Director, Children’s Aid and Family Services, Inc.
Phone: 1-877-KLG-LINE or 877-554-5463

Email: dwfried@kinkonnnect.org

Web: www.kinkonnect.org

Service area: Statewide

Services offered:

e Information and referral related to kinship care.

e Warm line with trained workers to provide information about support groups, counseling and kinship
care -related events and training seminars

e Lending library includes brochures, books, parenting resources and information for professionals
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New Jersey Kinship Navigator Program

Sponsoring Organization: New Jersey Department of Human Services

Contact: Susan Chermak, Director of Kinship Services
Phone: 609-588-2171 or 1-877-816-3211

Email: susan.chermak(@dhs.state.nj.us

Web: www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dfd/index.html
Service area: Statewide

Services offered:

e Information and referral via toll free number — family support programs, Medicaid coverage and
services, legal assistance, child care resources, child support, respite services, Work First New
Jersey/Temporary Assistance to Needy Families

e Referral to wrap-around services to pay for short-term or one-time expenses such as furniture, moving
costs, housing tutoring, respite care, summer camp, musical instruments and lessons, hygiene supplies
(up to $1,000 per family per year in goods and services)

e Kinship Legal Guardianship Assistance — help relatives to obtain legal guardianship and Kinship Care
subsidy (depending upon income)

e Kinship Navigator brochure online at
http://www.state.nj.us’/humanservices/DHS %20Publications/kinshipbrol.html

New Jersey Self-Help Group Clearinghouse

Phone: 1-800-367-6274 or 973-326-6789
Web: www.selthelperoups.org
Service area: Statewide

Services offered:

e Provides contact information for more than 4,500 New Jersey support groups and 1,100 national and
online support networks for any illness, disability, addiction, bereavement situation, parenting or
caregiving issues, etc.

e Information/counseling to help grandparents start their own mutual aid/support groups

Children in Foster Care

Numbers — October 2006

e 10,930 children in out-of-home placements under the supervision of the New Jersey Department
of Children and Families, Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS)
e 4,104 of these children were placed with relative/family friend foster homes.

Preferences

e State policy requires that kin be considered first for out-of-home placements.

e Kin must meet same family licensing standards and receive the same payment as non-kin foster
parents.

Subsidized guardianship

e New Jersey has two separate Kinship Legal Guardianship programs.
1. To eligible for the DYFS program, children must be in the care of a relative for at least 12
consecutive months and courts must find that adoption is neither likely nor feasible. DYFS
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program limited to children who have been removed by the agency for safety or risk
factors. No income limitation for caregivers.
2. New Jersey Kinship Navigator has subsidy program for cases which have not been
involved in the child welfare system. There is an income test for caregivers.
e Contact: Kinship Legal Guardianship Program — Kimyatta Shafer, Program Support Specialist
o Phone: 609-292-4441
o Email: kimyatta.shafer@dcf.state.nj.us

Public Benefits

Children are often eligible for state and federal benefits even if their caregivers do not have legal
guardianship or custody. The following public benefits programs are offered in Alabama:

Financial Assistance

e (ash assistance may be available to children and their relative caregivers through Work First New
Jersey
e Contact:
o Phone: 1-800-792-9773
o Web: www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dfd/wfnjws.html

Food Stamps

e Kinship care families may be eligible for food stamps.

e (Contact:
o Phone: 1-800-687-9512
o Web: www.state.nj.us/humanservices/dfd/foodstamp.html

Health Insurance

e Relative caregivers may apply for free or low-cost health insurance through Medicaid and NJ
FamilyCare Program.
e (Contact Medicaid or NJ Family Care
o Phone: 1-800-701-0710
o Web: www.njfamilycare.org

Benefits QuickLINK

e Screens you and/or the children you are raising for 15 major public benefits for older adults and
families with children
o Web: www.aarp.org/quicklink

Other Benefits — child care, disabilities, special education, older adult benefits, etc.

e Children’s Defense Fund benefit guides for grandparents and other relatives for information about
state and federal benefits
o Phone: 202-662-3568
o Web: www.childrensdefense.org (Kinship Care Resource Kit)
e National Council on Aging — Benefits CheckUp www.benefitscheckup.org
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State Laws

The following state laws may be helpful to grandparents and other relatives raising children ':

Educational Enroliment

NJ Stat. Ann. § 18A: 38-1
e Allows a New Jersey public school to enroll any child who is living in the home of another person
who resides in the school district and is caring for the child; certain conditions must be met.

Kinship Legal Guardianship

NJ Stat. Ann § 3B: 12A-2
e Allows a relative caregiver or family friend who has been providing care for a child for at least 12
consecutive months due to parental incapacity to petition the court to become legally responsible
for the care and protection of the child.

" Laws change and are subject to different interpretations. These general descriptions are not intended as legal advice in any
particular situation.

Disclaimer:

None of the sponsoring organizations whose logos appear on this fact sheet (AARP Foundation, Brookdale Foundation Group,
Casey Family Programs, Child Welfare League of America, Children’s Defense Fund, or Generations United) recommends or
endorses any of the groups, agencies or services listed within the fact sheet. Neither the sponsoring organizations nor any of
their employees make any warranty, expressed or implied, or assume any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy,
completeness, or usefulness of any information. None of the sponsoring organizations shall have liability to any fact sheet user
or to any third party for any loss expense, or damage, including consequential, incidental, special or punitive damages. A
user's sole and exclusive remedy for dissatisfaction with this fact sheet is to cease using the fact sheet. Please be advised that
there may be other similar services available that are not listed on this fact sheet. The sponsoring organizations are not
obligated to include any specific groups, agencies or services and may choose not to include some that submit their
information. The sponsoring organizations are not responsible for consumer interactions with groups, agencies or services
listed on these fact sheets.
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